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UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 

Department of Political Science 

Political Science 321H 
Politics of Western Europe 
spring Semester, 1998 
F.L. Grieves 
Office: LA 350 
Hrs: 
course purpose is to undertake a comparative analysis of parlia­
mentary forms of government and politics in the United Kingdom,
france and Germany. 
course 2bje¢tives: Upon sucqessful completion of this course, the 
student should be able to demonstrate 1) factual knowledge of the 
historical-cultural context and the government institutions/pro­
cess.es of the countries studied; 2) familiarity with European­
rel~vant researoh sources; and 3) competence in preparing a short 
research paper and presenting it to a class. 
1. 	 Textbooks: -M. Curtis, ed., western Euk9pe~n Government ~ng 
~OJ,.;iti«fi . 
-Annual Editions, Comparative. PQlitics 97/98 
2. 	 Regular reading of a daily newspaper and/or weekly newsmag.
for material relating to European politics is expected. 
3. 	 Paper (5-10 double-space, typed pages--incl~ding endnotes & 
bibliography; IlQ cover sheet.) /oral discussion: Explained
in class; topig pickeg Feb 27 (Fri.); written part due at 
):?egtnnihg Qf cla§s Mar ?3 .(Mqrtday); late paper§ will not be 
graded! Subm~ssion of a paper, however, is required to 
receive a grade for the course. Style manual: Kate L. 
Turabian, b Mcmqal fgr Writers of Term Papers, Theses, anQ. 
Di§§ert1tions (6th ed.) Dates of oral discussion announced in 
Class. 
Papers are graded on the basis of use of scholarly

research sourdes, organization and clarity of prose (incl. 

grammar, punctuation & spelling) and formal paper mechanics 

(Turabian manual). (lo points, 5% of final grade) 

4. 	 Exams: Midt~rm (1 hr.) - Weg, Mar ll; AnnY~l Editi2ns, 
Reading# 1-7, 22-35; Curtis, Ch. 1 & 2; 
current events; lectures (90 points, 45% bf 
final grade) 
Fin~l (1 1/2 h~.) - W~d,, H9Y 13 Cto:io-12:10) , 
Annual E4itions, Reading # a-15, 36-39, 54~55, 57-60 
Curtis,' Chapts. 3, 4 & 8; current events; lectures; 
oral discussions. (loo points, 50% ot final grade) 
Grading scale: total score + 2 (9as = A, sos = B, 
7Qs =C, 60s = o~ 59 & below = F) 
•• v
course outline 
A. 	 introduction to the Study Qf comp§rative Government §nd to 
Modern J!.iurop~ 
B. 	 Ynited,Kingqom
1. Background & Political Culture 
2. Electoral/Party System 
3. Groups, Government !nstitutions 
4. Observations 
c. 	 Frang@
l. aack9roun~ & Political culture 
2. Electoral/Party System
3. Groups, Government Institutions 
4. Ob.servations 
o. 	Germany
l. Backgroun4 & Political culture 
2. Electoral/Party system
3. Groups, Government Institutions 
4. Observation$ 
NQ.'rE: Mon, Mar 9: LAST DAY TO DROP CLASSES/CHANGE GRADING 
OPTION 
